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versation with the Austrian Ambassador. He told them
privately to inform their chiefs who were absent on vaca-
tion, but added that they need not cut short their vacations
to return to Berlin, and that no orders for military preparar
tions need be given, as he did not expect any serious warlike
complications.32
On Sunday afternoon the Kaiser also telephoned to
Falkenhayn, the Prussian Minister of War, to come to
Potsdam. Upon his arrival he received him at once; read
him the communications from Szogyeny, and suggested the
32 The officers whom he saw were General Falkenhayn, Prussian Min-
ister of War, and Captain Zenker of the Navy Staff on Sunday afternoon;
and Lieut. Gen. Bertrab of the Army Staff and Admiral Capelle, Acting
Secretary of the Navy, on Monday morning. In answer to a question-
naire sent out by the Foreign Office of the German Republic in October,
1919, they replied in letters, which were apparently written without con-
sultation together but which are in substantial agreement, that they talked
separately with the Kaiser, that he did not expect any warlike compli-
cations; that he did not order any military preparations; and that no
such orders were given in the period July 5-23 covered by the question-
naire. Their letters are printed in the K.D., I, pp. xiv-xvi. The accuracy
of their statements is confirmed by the results of an investigation into
the responsibilities for the War undertaken by a subcommittee of the
Reichstag in December, 1919; cf. Investigating Comm., especially pp.
58-67, 70-72. Bertrams letter may be cited as typical: "In reply to the
Foreign Office, I respectfully state that on JuN 6, 1914, His Majesty
personally informed me, without witnesses being present, of his view of the
situation created by Austria's measures, in order that I, as the senior
representative officer of the General Staff present in Berlin, might inform
the Chief of the General Staff who was staying at Karlsbad. Present in
the background were Her Majesty, the Empress, an adjutant, and.a servant,
Just before this His Majesty had been speaking apparently with the
same purpose and likewise with no one in hearing with a naval officer
who withdrew directly after the interview. After the Kaiser had dis-
missed me he entered his auto for the northern journey. No orders
were given then nor as a result of the interview. In fact His Majesty
emphasized the point that he did not consider it necessary to give any
special orders, as he did believe there would be no serious complications
as a result of the Sarajevo crime." Capelle likewise declared: "The
Kaiser said he did not believe there would be any great warlike com-
plications. The Tsar would in his opinion in this case not place himself
on the side of regicides. Moreover, Russia and France were not ready
for war. England was not mentioned by the Kaiser. Upon the advice
of his Chancellor, in order not to create any unrest, he would go on his
northern cruise. Still he wished to inform me of the strained situation
so that I could weigh the future."